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Adictos al Flamenco

Alma Gitana

Por: Andrés Cruz

lavozdeky @yahoo.com

LEXINGTON - Alma Gitana es un grupo de misicos
talentosos que juntos fusionan sus habilidades
musicales para crear un sonido colectivo abrazado
en unamezcla deinfluencias flamencasy érabes. Un
sonido de fusion enraizado en el flamenco.

La banda fue formada en Noviembre 2003 por tres
musicos de Léxington, Kentucky: Bob Elliot, Stuart
Waldner y Duane Corn. Desde entonces el grupo se
ha presentado en juergas, cafés, restaurantes, festivales
de artey de musica latina en estaregion.

“Laideade Alma Gitanaesrealizar algo que se
distinga por si mismo en términos musicales, algo
con que laaudiencia se levante, baile y participe,
[creando un sonido] que es un poquito mas reconocido
y familiar que el flamenco tradiciona”, dice Waldner.
“Estamos muy emocionado con estamusicay
deseamos compartirla’.

Su repertorio consiste de arreglos singulares de
canciones escritas por algunas de las bandas méas
progresivas de fusién flamenca de Espafia, asi como
también, material original. Sin importar del origen
de lamusica, Alma Gitanaincorpora a esas piezas
su estilo y sonido musical Unico.

Lareaccion asu estilo de mUsicahasido
sorprendentemente positiva.

“Lagente parece sentirse atraidaaestamuisica. Mucho
mas aceptada de |o que me

esperaba.[...] Evidentemente hay mucha gente por
aqui con sangre espariola o latina. Aunque no sean
esparioles, latinos 0 mexicanos, se sienten muy
atraidos hacia esta musica’, dice Elliot.

Ese mismo sentimiento es compartido por Corn quien
argumenta que “ para tener una alma gitana no se
necesita ser gitano. Se trata de como te acercas aesta
musica. De entrar aun mundo nuevo y diferente”.

Alma Gitana continua presentandose local mente pero
también busca expandir sus presentaciones
regionalmente en teatros, festivales y pronto piensa
grabar sus propias composiCiones.

Alma Gitana se presentara el 3 de marzo en € teatro
Thoroughbred en Midway de 8 a 10 p.m. Paramayor
informacion llame aAlma Gitana a (859) 699-0563.
Alma Gitana will perform on March 3 at the
Thoroughbred Theater in Danville.
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Alma Gitana is group of very talented
musicians, who fuse together their
musical backgrounds to create a
collective sound that embraces
flamenco and Arab influences. A
fusion sound rooted in flamenco.

The band was formed in November
2003 by three Lexington, Kentucky
musicians: Bob Elliot, Stuart Waldner
and Duane Corn. Since then it has
performed at “juergas”, coffee houses,
restaurants, art festivals and Latin
music festivals in this region.

“The idea of Alma Gitana is to do
something that stands on its own
musically, something where the
audience can get up and dance and
participate, [creating a sound] a little
bit more familiar than traditional
Flamenco”, says Waldner. “We are
so excited about this music that we
want to share it.”

Their repertoire consists of unique
arrangements of songs written by
some of Spain’s most progressive
flamenco fusion bands as well as some
original material. Regardless of the
music’s origin, Alma Gitana infuses
the songs they play with their own

unique musical style and sound.

The reaction to their style of music
has been surprisingly positive.

“People seem to be very attracted to
the sound. A lot more accepted it than
I expected. [...] Evidently there are
a lot of people around here with Latino
or Spanish blood. Even if they are not
Latino, Spanish or Mexican, they are
very attracted to this music,” says
Elliot.

Corn shares that feeling, arguing, “To
have a gypsy soul you don’t have to
be a gypsy. It is all about the way you
approach the music. It’s about walking
into a different new world.”

Alma Gitana will continue performing
locally, but also looks to expand their
performances regionally in theaters,
festivals and soon they will start
recording their own material.

Alma Gitana will be playing on March
3 at the Thoroughbred Theater in
Midway from 8 to 10 p.m. For more
information call Alma Gitana at (859)
699-0563.



